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SocietyResponseWe thank Dr Henroitin for his critique and response to the
editor in reference to our paper1. Dr Henroitin did an excel-
lent summary of the previous published data on ASU. It was
not the authors’ objective to compare sources of ASU. Dr
Henroitin stated that work was already published showing
that different ASU sources have very similar in vitro mech-
anism of action in reduction of PGE2, MMP activity and gly-
cosaminoglycan stimulation. These are three well known
parameters involved in joint pain and loss of cartilage
integrity.
One of the objectives in our research was to evaluate the
mechanism of action in various cell types and conditions
that had not previously been shown with ASU, such as their
effects on COX-2, and iNOS gene expression. These new
mechanisms of action are likely involved in ASU’s clinical
efﬁcacy. Recently Gabay et al. showed that ASU express
a unique range of activities and speculated how they can
counteract the deleterious processes involved on OA2.
We feel that further evaluation of ASU such as was per-
formed by our laboratory and others help to better*Address correspondence and reprint requests to: Dr Carmelita
G. Frondoza, Research and Development, Nutramax Laboratories,
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1120understand ASU’s mechanism of action and perhaps in
what conditions it may be most useful.C. G. Frondoza, Ph.D., Dr.*
Research and Development Nutramax Laboratories Inc.,
2208 Lakeside Boulevard Edgewood, MD 21040,
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